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Join	our	newsletter	All	the	best	features,	news,	tips	and	great	deals	to	help	you	live	a	better	life	through	technology	Thank	you	for	signing	up	to	T3.	You	will	receive	a	verification	email	shortly.	There	was	a	problem.	Please	refresh	the	page	and	try	again.	By	submitting	your	information	you	agree	to	the	Terms	&	Conditions	(opens	in	new	tab)	and
Privacy	Policy	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	are	aged	16	or	over.	VPN	APK	might	sound	like	a	complex	term,	but	in	reality,	it	just	describes	VPN	technology	that’s	compatible	with	Android	devices.	The	best	VPN	services	provide	options	for	all	operating	systems,	but	it’s	important	to	check	that	the	option	you	choose	offers	this	level	of	compatibility.In	this
article,	we	explain	what	APK	is,	how	it	can	enable	you	to	install	a	VPN	on	your	Android	device,	and	the	protection	it	offers.	Read	on	to	learn	how	to	benefit	from	an	extra	layer	of	security	and	privacy	when	using	your	Android	phone	or	tablet.	What	is	an	APK?	APK	(Android	Package	Kit)	is	a	file	format	that’s	compatible	with	Android	devices.	APK	files
are	used	for	sideloading	apps	-	those	not	typically	listed	on	the	Google	Play	store.	They	are	available	via	third-party	vendors	and,	as	a	result,	may	contain	malicious	content.	For	this	reason,	you	need	to	be	extra	vigilant	before	downloading	an	APK	file.	Do	your	due	diligence	and	check	the	legitimacy	of	the	VPN	vendor	site	before	downloading	the	APK
file.(Image	credit:	Shutterstock)Why	do	I	need	an	APK	file	for	an	Android	VPN?	When	you	visit	a	VPN	provider’s	website,	you’ll	see	that	there	are	multiple	download	options.	These	options	have	specific	software	that’s	compatible	with	particular	operating	systems,	and	each	will	have	a	different	file	extension.	For	example,	Apple	iOS	files	typically	end
in	.ipa.	Unless	you	use	a	compatible	file	type	on	your	Android	device,	you	can’t	access	all	the	security	and	anonymity	features	provided	by	VPN	technology.	APK	is	the	file	extension	that’s	compatible	with	Android	VPNs.Most	legitimate	VPN	providers	will	make	it	easy	for	you	to	locate	and	download	the	APK	file	for	your	Android	device.	You’ll	usually
see	a	range	of	options	for	compatible	operating	systems.	Just	follow	the	instructions	to	download	and	install	the	technology	as	you	would	any	other	app.Try	out	our	pick	for	the	best	vpnWhat	are	the	benefits	of	VPN	APK?	Typically,	a	VPN	that's	compatible	with	Android	devices	will	provide	you	with	the	same	level	of	privacy	and	protection	that	you
might	receive	when	downloading	a	VPN	for	another	device	or	operating	system.	A	VPN	offers	an	extra	layer	of	security	when	browsing	online.	It	also	enables	you	to	access	geo-restricted	content	such	as	region-specific	content	streaming	services,	and	makes	it	possible	to	access	the	internet	anonymously.	Online	anonymity	provides	many	legitimate
benefits,	such	as	data	protection	and	the	avoidance	of	targeted	marketing	and	ad	tracking.		APK	enables	VPN	providers	to	offer	Android	users	the	same	benefits	that	other	users	on	different	operating	systems	enjoy.	Of	course,	these	benefits	can	sometimes	come	with	drawbacks	if	the	technology	you	download	is	unsafe,	so	always	do	your	research
before	committing	to	a	provider.There	are	lots	of	free	providers	for	VPNs	out	there,	but	you	must	be	extra	vigilant	before	signing	up	to	a	free	service	as	there	is	often	less	regulatory	oversight.	You	should	also	weigh	up	whether	a	free	VPN	is	right	for	your	requirements	as,	more	often	than	not,	a	free	VPN	provider	offers	a	very	limited	service.		In
search	of	more	info	about	VPNs	Amazon	There	are	a	lot	of	benefits	that	come	with	an	Amazon	Prime	membership.	Most	people	are	familiar	with	the	two-day	shipping	and	Prime	Video	streaming,	but	there’s	more.	Did	you	know	you	also	have	access	to	a	catalog	of	free	eBooks?	What	Is	Prime	Reading?	Amazon’s	free-with-Prime	eBook	program	is	called
Prime	Reading.	You	can	think	of	it	as	a	private	library	for	Prime	members.	The	catalog	includes	more	than	1,000	rotating	books	and	magazines,	and	even	some	free	audiobooks.	Just	like	a	real	library,	you’re	technically	borrowing	the	books.	You’re	also	limited	to	10	titles	at	a	time.	When	you’re	finished	with	a	book,	if	you	try	to	add	a	new	one	when
your	library	is	full,	you’ll	be	prompted	to	return	one	first.	Another	benefit	of	Prime	Reading	is	a	program	called	Amazon	First	Reads.	This	gives	Prime	members	a	sneak	peek	at	books	from	certain	authors	before	they’re	released	to	the	public.	You	get	one	of	these	each	month.	Where	to	Find	Free	Amazon	Prime	eBooks	You	can	explore	the	Prime
Reading	catalog	on	the	Amazon	website	in	a	web	browser.	Make	sure	you’re	signed	in	to	your	Amazon	Prime	account.	The	other	place	you	can	explore	Prime	Reading	is	the	Amazon	Kindle	app.	It’s	available	for	iPhones,	iPads,	Android	devices,	Windows	PCs,	and	Mac.	It	also	comes	preinstalled	on	Fire	tablets.	In	the	Kindle	app,	you’ll	see	the	“Prime
Reading”	section	on	the	home	page.	Tap	“See	All”	to	explore	the	full	catalog.	How	to	Download	Amazon	Prime	eBooks	As	we	covered	above,	there	are	a	number	of	ways	you	can	browse	the	“Prime	Reading”	catalog.	Wherever	you	happen	to	be	looking,	simply	select	a	title	to	see	its	product	page.	On	the	product	page,	you’ll	see	the	Kindle	eBook	listed
as	free	for	Prime	members.	Click	or	tap	“Read	for	Free”	or	“Read	and	Listen	for	Free.”	The	latter	means	there’s	also	an	audiobook.	The	eBook	will	then	be	added	to	your	Amazon	account,	and	you	can	download	it	to	read	on	your	Kindle	or	in	the	Amazon	Kindle	app.	If	a	free	eBook	includes	an	audiobook,	it	will	be	added	to	your	Audible	account
automatically.	You	can	download	the	Audible	app	for	iPhone,	iPad,	or	Android,	but	it’s	preinstalled	on	Fire	tablets.	You	can	also	control	your	audiobooks	with	voice	commands	on	Echo	devices.	Prime	Reading	might	not	have	the	biggest	library	or	the	most	features,	but	it’s	a	nice	little	perk.	If	you	want	even	more	eBook	options,	you	can	subscribe	to
Kindle	Unlimited	for	$9.99	per	month.	Chrome:	Google’s	web	version	of	the	Play	Store	is	handy,	but	it’s	still	missing	a	few	features	after	all	these	years.	Toolbox	for	Google	Play	Store	helps	fix	a	lot	of	minor	issues	to	make	it	easier	to	use	your	apps.Toolbox,	created	by	the	site	Android	Police,	offers	a	ton	of	handy	tweaks.	Most	notably,	in	addition	to	the
Install	button,	you’ll	also	see	a	button	for	APK	Mirror.	This	site	(which	is	also	owned	by	Android	Police)	hosts	APKs	for	apps	that	may	not	be	uploaded	yet.	This	is	particularly	handy	if	you’re	sideloading	an	app	that	hasn’t	rolled	out	to	everyone	yet.	You’ll	also	see	buttons	for	AppBrain	(an	alternative	way	to	explore	the	Play	Store)	and	Android	Police’s
coverage	for	that	app,	if	any	exist.The	extension	will	also	show	you	if	there’s	a	beta	version	of	an	app	available.	Many	companies	run	beta	programs	for	their	apps	to	test	out	new	features	before	they	roll	out	to	everyone,	but	you	have	to	find	them	on	your	own.	This	extension	will	now	show	you	a	handy	link	where	you	can	sign	up	for	the	beta	and
download	the	most	bleeding	edge	version	immediately.Best	of	all,	you	can	turn	off	any	feature	of	Toolbox	individually.	So,	if	you	don’t	know	or	care	what	AppBrain	is,	you	can	disable	that	button	in	the	extension’s	options.	For	now	the	extension	is	pretty	bare	bones,	but	the	few	features	it	does	have	are	pretty	handy.Toolbox	for	Google	Play	Store	|
Chrome	Web	Store	via	Android	Police	Allow	Chrome	to	install	unknown	apps	by	going	to	Settings	>	Apps	>	Menu	>	Special	access	>	Install	unknown	apps.Install	a	file	manager	(such	as	Cx	File	Explorer	or	File	Manager)	so	that	you	can	find	the	APK	file	after	you	download	it	to	your	phone.Download	an	APK	file	and	open	it	to	install	it.	Alternatively,
transfer	the	APK	Installer	from	your	computer	using	USB.	If	you	want	to	use	an	app	from	outside	of	the	Google	Play	Store,	you	can	install	the	app's	APK	file.	This	article	explains	how	to	install	APKs	on	Android	7	or	later.	Before	you	can	download	APK	files	using	Chrome	or	any	other	browser,	you	must	first	allow	unknown	apps:	Go	to	your	device
settings	and	tap	Apps	&	Notifications	(or	Apps	in	older	versions	of	Android).	Tap	the	three	dots	in	the	upper-right	corner.	Tap	Special	access.	Tap	Install	unknown	apps.	Tap	Chrome	(or	whichever	web	browser	you	use)	Move	Allow	from	this	source	to	the	On	position.	Now	that	you've	configured	your	phone	to	let	you	install	unknown	apps,	you'll	need	a
way	to	find	the	application	file	(APK	file)	on	your	phone	so	that	you	can	run	it.	Android	phones	typically	come	with	a	file	manager	app	you	can	use,	but	if	you	don't	have	one,	search	for	one	of	the	best	Android	file	managers	on	Google	Play.	For	example,	you	can	download	Cx	File	Explorer	or	get	File	Manager.	The	easiest	way	to	install	an	APK	file	on
your	Android	is	to	download	the	file	using	the	default	browser,	Chrome.	Find	a	website	offering	the	Android	app	and	tap	the	link	to	download	the	APK	file.	Accept	any	pop-ups,	including	“This	type	of	file	can	harm	your	device.”	Only	download	APK	files	from	reputable	sources.	A	quick	Google	search	can	often	let	you	know	if	an	app	(or	company	that
makes	the	app)	has	a	questionable	reputation.	If	your	phone's	web	browser	doesn't	give	you	the	option	to	open	the	file	after	downloading,	open	your	file	explorer	app,	go	to	the	Downloads	folder	on	your	device,	then	tap	the	APK	file.	Allow	the	app	any	required	permissions	it	asks	for.	Then,	at	the	bottom	of	the	installer	window,	tap	Install.	Now	you'll
see	the	app	available	in	your	list	of	installed	apps.	If	you	don't	have	internet	access	on	your	phone,	or	for	any	other	reason	you	can't	use	a	browser	to	download	the	file,	you	can	still	install	apps	from	your	computer.	Using	your	computer	web	browser,	download	the	APK	file	just	like	described	above.	Once	it's	downloaded,	connect	to	your	Android	phone
and	transfer	the	file.	If	you've	never	connected	your	Android	to	your	computer,	turn	on	USB	debugging	mode	on	Android.	You	can	then	plug	your	phone	into	your	computer	with	a	USB	cable,	and	it'll	mount	the	phone	like	it	would	a	memory	stick.	Once	your	phone	is	connected	to	your	computer,	it	shows	up	as	another	drive	in	your	computer's	File
Explorer.	Move	the	APK	file	you	downloaded	from	the	app	website	to	the	/sdcard/download	folder	on	your	phone.	Once	the	file	is	transferred,	use	the	file	explorer	app	on	your	phone	as	described	in	the	previous	section	to	tap	the	APK	file	and	install	the	app.	If	you	don't	have	a	USB	cable,	another	solution	is	to	install	WiFi	FTP	Server	from	Google	Play.
Then,	use	a	free	FTP	client	software	program	on	your	computer	(for	example,	download	FileZilla),	to	transfer	the	APK	file	from	your	computer	to	the	/sdcard/download	folder	on	your	phone.	However,	this	is	an	advanced	option	and	requires	an	understanding	of	how	to	use	FTP	files.	If	the	APK	installer	isn't	running	when	you	tap	it,	there's	an	advanced
solution	that	might	work.	You	can	install	the	APK	file	on	your	Android	from	your	computer	using	a	tool	called	Minimal	ADB	and	Fastboot.	Connect	your	phone	via	USB	and	enable	USB	Debugging.	Download	Minimal	ADB	and	Fastboot	on	your	computer,	and	then	install	it.	Run	the	tool,	and	a	command	window	opens.	With	your	phone	connected	to	your
computer	with	the	USB	cable,	type	the	command	adb	devices.	If	the	tool	detects	your	phone,	an	ID	for	the	device	appears	under	List	of	devices	attached.	Now	you're	ready	to	transfer	the	APK	file.	Using	Windows	File	Explorer,	find	the	downloaded	APK	file	on	your	computer.	Right-click	the	file	and	select	Copy.	Using	Windows	File	Explorer,	navigate
to	the	Minimal	ADB	and	Fasbtoot	folder	(typically	c:\Program	Files	(x86)\Minimal	ADB	and	Fastboot\).	Paste	the	APK	file	into	that	folder.	Rename	the	APK	file	to	something	short	so	that	it's	easy	to	type	as	a	command.	Back	in	the	same	command	window	you	had	open	before,	type	the	command	adb	install	app	name	(replace	with	the	name	of	your	APK
file).	When	you	see	the	word	Success,	the	app	is	installed	on	your	phone.	An	APK	(Android	Package	Kit)	is	a	type	of	file	that	installs	an	application	for	Android.	It's	just	like	an	executable	(EXE)	file	for	Windows	or	a	package	installer	(PKG)	for	Mac.	If	you've	ever	installed	an	Android	application	from	the	Google	Play	store,	then	you've	used	an	APK	file
without	realizing	it.	When	you	tap	the	Install	button,	Google	Play	automates	the	process	of	transferring	the	APK	file	to	your	phone	and	running	it	for	you.	If	the	Android	app	you	want	to	install	isn't	available	on	Google	Play,	you	can	download	the	APK	file	from	the	web	and	install	it	manually.	There	are	many	websites	where	you	can	find	non-Google	Play
apps	to	install.	For	example,	visit	Apk	Pure,	Reddit's	Apk	Directory,	or	APKMirror.	FAQ	Can	APK	files	harm	your	Android?	Possibly.	Any	file	you	download	online	can	contain	a	virus,	which	is	why	it's	important	to	only	download	APKs	from	safe	sources.	Can	I	delete	APK	files	on	my	Android?	Yes.	APK	files	are	only	used	to	install	apps,	so	once	the	app	is
installed,	you	can	delete	the	APK.	What	is	ConfigAPK	on	Android?	ConfigAPK	comes	preloaded	on	Android	devices.	It's	used	to	run	APK	files	and	install	apps.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!
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